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Multilingual aspects have been gaining more and more attention in recent years. This trend has been
accentuated by the global integration of European states and the vanishing cultural and social
boundaries. The ever increasing use of foreign languages is due to the information boom caused by the
emergence of easy internet access. Multilingual text processing has become an important field
bringing a lot of new and interesting problems. Their possible solutions are proposed in this paper. Its
first part is devoted to methods for multilingual searching, the second part deals with the
summarization of retrieved texts. We tested several novel processing techniques: a language-
independent storage format, semantic-based indexing, query expansion or text summarization leading
to faster and easier retrieval and understanding of documents. We implemented a prototype system
named MUSE (Multilingual Searching and Extraction) and compared its qualities with the state-of-
the-art search engine — Google. The results seem to be promising; MUSE shows high correlation with
the market-leading products. Although for our experiments we used Czech and English articles, the
main principle applies to other languages as well.
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