Multi-Modal and Multimedia Systems

Multi-modal systems have been developed to take advantage of the multi-sensory nature of humans. Utilizing more than one sense, or mode of communication, these systems make much fuller use of the auditory channel, and to a lesser extent, the tactile channel, to improve the interactive nature of the system. Thus multi-modal systems increase the bandwidth of human–computer interaction.
Multimedia systems, on the other hand, use a number of different media to communicate supplementary, additional or redundant informa-tion. Often this may take the form of using multiple sensory channels, but it may also take the form of different types of visual input – textual, graphical, iconic, animation, video and CD-I. Thus, multimedia systems are often multi-modal, but not always !

